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Outcome of the Fourth Meeting of ad hoc Group MINUTS 

The Meeting was held online on 14 November 2019. 

The Meeting was chaired by Vilja Klemola (FI). 

Participants: Lars Åkesson (SE); Wera Leujak (DE); Lasse Tor Nielsen (DK); Konrad Mischke (PL); Miina Mäki 
(JNF); Marjukka Porvari (JNF); Dmitry Frank-Kamenetsky (HELCOM). 

 

1. Adoption of Agenda 

1.1. The Meeting agreed on the key discussion points announced in the meeting document (1-1). 

2. Information from HELCOM Secretariat and the Participants 

2.1. The Meeting recalled the milestones of the Group’s Terms of Reference. 

2.2. The Meeting discussed the key open issues in the current work and agreed that the comments by 
Finland are considered as a list of open issues that need to be resolved during further work of the 
Group to advance the risk assessment framework for management of internal nutrient reserves and 
to fulfil the tasks from the Group’s ToR in accordance with the milestones. 

2.3. The Meeting discussed the availability of information on the existing legal frame related to the 
Group’s work and pointed out that there is an overview published in the Law of the Sea and 
requested the Secretariat to circulate the overview to the Group. 

2.4. The Meeting discussed national practices in the countries’ piloting application of measures to 
manage internal nutrient reserves. All experiments pass the national permitting procedures, but 
these vary greatly due to regional specifics, and also due to the fact that different techniques fall 
under different legislation.  

2.5. The Meeting welcomed the proposal by Sweden to consider sharing of an overview of the national 
permitting practices related to measures to manage internal nutrient reserves, specifically relating 
to current coastal restoration projects using aluminium, with the Group when a draft in English is 
available. Sweden will also share the scope of current national work intended to provide guidance 
for measures in inland and coastal waters, recognising the delay in the production of this report.   

2.6. The Meeting re-iterated that the provisions of the Espoo Convention are to be taken into account 
when discussing large-scale measures with transboundary effect. 

2.7. The Meeting discussed the place of the glossary of terms in the risk assessment framework and 
agreed that the work could benefit from the glossary containing clear definitions of the used terms 
and that the current state of the glossary reflects the state of discussion on the matter in general. 
Thus, the Group agreed to return to the glossary of terms at a later stage of the work when other 
elements of the rick assessment frame are further developed, if deemed necessary. 
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2.8. The Meeting discussed the purposes of the risk assessment framework and expressed the opinion 
that the key goal of the framework is not to prohibit actions but to minimize potential 
environmental risk of application of large-scale measures.  

2.9. The Meeting agreed that large-scale measures with transboundary effect and small-scale coastal 
experiments are to be clearly defined and distinguished in the Guidelines. The Meeting welcomed 
the proposal by Germany to update the draft Guidelines by 15 December 2019 the latest and 
provide the updated version of the document to the Secretariat (dmitry.frank-
kamenetsky@helcom.fi). 

2.10. The Meeting welcomed the proposal by JNF to supply Germany with notes of the workshops which 
have recently been convened on the subject to be used in the update of the Guidelines.  

2.11. The Meeting agreed to comment on the updated draft of the Guidelines by 15 January 2020. 
Comments were especially requested from Finland, Sweden and JNF, but are welcomed from other 
participants as well. The comments are to be supplied to Germany (wera.leujak@uba.de) with a 
copy to the Secretariat (dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi). 

2.12. The Meeting agreed that the draft Recommendation cannot mandate HELCOM any permitting role 
but establishes a mechanism to consider planned measures to manage internal nutrient reserves 
in the HELCOM community, like the procedure set for consideration of HELCOM hot spots. The 
mechanism will be designed to consider large-scale measures, measures at open sea, and any other 
measures having potentially significant transboundary effects. 

2.13. The Meeting requested the Secretariat to integrate a description of such mechanism in the draft 
HELCOM Recommendation and circulate the updated draft to the Group by 20 January 2020.  

2.14. The Meeting welcomed an offer by Sweden to further develop the definition of sea-based measures 
by the end of December 2019 and provide the proposal to the Secretariat for incorporation to the 
draft Recommendation.  

2.15. The Meeting reviewed the deliverables included in the Group’s ToR and agreed that they are all 
well addressed in the Group work. 

3. Future work 

3.1. The Meeting proposed to have the next online meeting at 13.00-15.00 EET on 3 February 2020. 

3.2.  The Meeting proposed to convene a physical meeting in May back-to-back with HELCOM workshops 
on new measures for BSAP, tentatively on 11-15 May 2020. Exact date of the meeting will be agreed 
later when the dates of the workshops are identified. 

4. Adoption of the Outcome 

4.1. The Outcome will be adopted via correspondence and published on the Meeting’s website. 
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